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individual   initiative   and   intelligence   of   the Colonial soldier.
At the beginning of 1915 the defence of the (.'anal was left to the Indian troops and the Fleet; Territorials, Yeomanry and Australasians were undergoing intensive training at Alexandria, and still more round Cairo, \vhorc tho desert in the spring and winter months proved a inaQiiififont and unlimited training ground for all arms. At Monti House, below the Pyramids, at ILoliopolis, to tho oast of Cairo, and at Moadi, on tho way to Holouan in the south, groat camps wore formed for the newcomers, and the largo barracks formerly occupied by tho Army of Occupation now housed Yeomanry and Territorials. Thanks to the very general employment of inoculation, typhoid caused few fatalities among the troops : the Australasians arrived wiih influenza, which broke out on several of their troopships shortly after starting, arid lost a certain number of men from pneumonia, while "sand colic," an intestinal disorder apparently caused by absorbing sand, an unavoidable ingredient in one's food in windy weather in tho dosert, gave some trouble. On the wholes however, the health of tho men was very fair. Tho horses of tho Colonial troops arrived in admirable condition. Thoro was a tendency during the South African War to regard tho Australasian as a bad horse-master, but nothing could have boon bettor than, the condition of their beasts after their arrival in Mgypt and throughout their ntay in the country,
Tho one drawback to Cairo as a training
centre is the fact that few towns contain a larger parasitic population, both European and native. Drinking dens and houses of ill-fame are all too common, and till recent years the Capitulations prevented the Anglo-Egyptian authorities from taking sufficiently drastic steps against the vendor of poisonous brewages, misnamed "beer" or " spirits," or the keeper of disorderly houses. Arriving with plenty of money in their pockets, for they at first received all of their Gs. a day, in a great city, some of the Australasians were decidedly "fresh" at the beginning of their stay. Military Ordinances for tho closing of certain houses and tho punishment of individuals soiling adulterated liquor were rendered necessary, and had the Australian military police been up to their work there t would have been little cause for complaint from the very beginning. As it was, it took somo time to get some of the Colonial troops in hand. But it would be unfair to regard an undisciplined and small minority as in any sonso representative of tho Australasian soldieis. The great majority behaved well, and gave tho European and native population no cause for complaint whatever, while their magnificent physique was a constant sourco of admiration, So also was their lavishness.
During tho autumn and winter the Suez danai position was thoroughly strengthened. Most of tho devices of modern field fortification were employed in its defence: military and naval patrols watched vigilantly for any attempt on tho part of enemy agents to approach tho entrenchments or to drop explosives

AN  AUSTRALIAN   CAMP, Showing the desert and Mokathun Hills in the distance.